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Abstract:

Climate change science points to an increase in sea surface temperature, increases in the severity of
extreme weather events, declining air quality, and destabilizing natural systems due to increases in
greenhouse gas emissions. The direct and indirect health results of such a global imbalance include
excessive heat-related illnesses, vector- and waterborne diseases, increased exposure to environmental
toxins, exacerbation of cardiovascular and respiratory diseases due to declining air quality, and mental
health stress among others. Vulnerability to these health effects will increase as elderly and urban
populations increase and are less able to adapt to climate change. In addition, the level of vulnerability to
certain health impacts will vary by location. As a result, strategies to address climate change must include
health as a strategic component on a regional level. The co-benefits of improving health while addressing
climate change will improve public health infrastructure today, while mitigating the negative consequences
of a changing climate for future generations.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2744549   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 
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greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Pregnant Women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Page 2 of 2

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?


